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DIGITAL MONT-BLANC MEETINGS 

THE RESOURCES OF THE SOCIAL AND SOLIDARITY ECONOMY IN A 
CONTEXT OF GLOBAL MUTATION 

To participate in the conference, click here. 
 

3 September 2020 15H00 - 17H00 CEST 

SESSION 1 : LIMITED PROFITABILITY, OWNERSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION                     

AND GENERAL INTEREST OF OUR ENTERPRISES 

 
the notion of limited profitability makes it possible to cover the whole spectrum of social economy 
enterprises, no matter what the form and activity is. It enshrines the founding idea that the surpluses 
generated by a healthy economic activity can be conceived as a means, and not an end in itself. Social 
economy enterprises have this in common : if their activity allows surpluses to be generated, this positive 
result will not be considered as an end, but as a means to the activity. This is the meaning of limited 
profitability.  
The general interest seems, for us, to be best served by collectively owned enterprises. Not only because of 

their social aims, but also through their values. Also, given their mode of organisation, through their 

statutes, and in the patrimonial guarantee of their property : SSEs do not belong to private owners who can 

dispose of them as they wish, but to a collective of people. However, the ratchet effect on traditional 

enterprises will only occur if their model concerning the outsourceable reserves or governance is 

transformed. 
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10 September 2020 15H00 - 17H00 CEST 

SESSION 2 : FINANCING THE SOCIAL AND SOLIDARITY ECONOMY, PRIVATE OR PUBLIC 

FINANCING 
What models of financing today? What models of cooperation with public authorities? What reservations 
and risks about links with private capital?  
The question of financing the social economy is highly political, because it puts two possible sources of 

funding in competition: public sector versus private sector. Is private financing the royal road to a 

triumphant neo-liberalism and a retreat from public action? A "pragmatic" vision tends to defend that, 

seeing society as it is, tools such as Social Impact Bonds (SIB) and Development Impact Bonds (DIB) can 

sometimes support more innovative actions. Its defensors are presenting them as a more flexible and 

efficient solution. Though opening up new perspectives for a social economy that is seeking financial 

support, it might also mean introducing financial management tools, measurement of social results, rules of 

good governance, etc. The underlying statement is that tools developed by large groups, supported by 

private consultants, are necessarily useful and effective and that any organisation should draw inspiration 

from them. However, contrary to the way they are sometimes described, these choices of organization and 

management are never neutral. 

Another vision exists : fostering State’s implication. It should redistribute more equitably, financially meet 

social, innovative, risky projects, reduce social inequalities... Ideally, private funds are not necessary as long 

as State meets the needs. The reality is more nuanced. In reality, are public funding and the race for subsidies 

efficient and transparent today? They are criticized: bureaucratization, racing for projects calls, which can 

prevent long-term planning and thinking, competitive bidding, lack of transparency in the allocation of 

subsidies, collusion, lack of structural funding, considerable time spent on justification...We should dare 

criticize these dysfunctional parts, without questioning their intrinsic validity. 

SSE organisations are the closest to communities and solutions, and they are the instrument or 

indispensable tool to achieve improvements in equity and social justice in countries. To do so, they must 

identify different financing models that will allow them to be strengthened and energized. 
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17 September 2020 15H00 - 17H00 CEST 
SESSION 3 : NEW FORMS OF WORK - DIGITALISATION - SSE VERSUS "COLLABORATIVE" 
ECONOMY? 
 

Our economies have seen a significant development of a range of practices. Those practices, on 
the one hand, challenge the traditional norm of permanent full-time employment with clearly 
defined working hours, agreed rights and benefits, and full inclusion in national social 
protection systems. On the other hand,we can see the emergence of new employment 
relationships including "zero hour", "on-call", "hourly", "mini-jobs", "multi-tasking" contracts. 
These developments, driven by online platforms, are expanding rapidly in some cases, and their 
development is on a scale that could lead to monopolies that could distort the market and create 
unequal conditions of competition. The so-called "collaborative economy" and other new 
employment models often disguise privateering practices: avoiding paying decent wages, 
meeting tax and social security obligations, and respecting other workers' rights and 
employment conditions by shifting costs to users and workers. 
How can SSE enterprises capture technologies and put them at the service of social innovation, 
workers' rights and protection? Are our enterprises able to manage digital developments more 
effectively, to highlight needs for reconciliation of work and family life, and to reduce 
inequalities in employment and social security? 
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24 September 2020 15H00 - 17H00 CEST 

SESSION 4 : PROMOTING RESPECTFUL GLOBALIZATION, INTERNATIONALIZATION OF SSE,                      

SDGS, ECOLOGICAL PACT 

 

Without a decisive turnaround imposed on the contemporary economic scourges addressed in Panels 1 and 

2, there will be no end to the worsening inequalities, depletion of resources and environmental degradation. 

The United Nations Agenda 2030, and the accompanying SDGs strategy, offers the opportunity for SSE to 

demonstrate the range of its inventiveness, permanence and resilience in all areas of daily life: cooperatives, 

culture, social protection, health, etc. The achievements of SSE as a means of achieving SDGs, transforming 

the economy and building the social future represent an open field, based on recent recommendations, 

declarations, partnerships, and commitments at the highest levels - governments, international bodies, and 

multinationals. Why promote SSE? The momentum is unanimous: because SSE enterprises offer the means 

for a more harmonious, more temperate development, both economically and socially and ecologically. 

Reciprocally, the drive given by SDGs in search of means of accomplishment provide a favourable 

framework for its influence, in regard of achieving the 2030 Agenda. This symbiosis will play a crucial role 

in creating the conditions for a more respectful globalization, to accompany the enthusiasms, demands and 

ambitions of youth, women, workers organizing solidarity, everywhere, to change lives. 
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THURSDAY OCTOBER 1 2020 15:00 - 17:30 CEST 

FINAL SESSION CO-HOSTED BY ALAIN COHEUR AND ELISA TORRENEGRA, CO-PRESIDENTS 

OF SSE INTERNATIONAL FORUM 

 

OUR SPECIAL GUESTS 
 

 

 
 

 


